97 Princess Victoria Street

Clifton BS8 4DD

14 November 2010

As a resident of Clifton village and on behalf of CHIS I wish to make a statement relating to the report of the Licensing Policy Scrutiny Board at the Cabinet meeting of 16 November.

We were very surprised to see that the report stated that the Board met on five occasions between August and October and Consideration was also given as to whether the review should focus on cumulative impact areas in light of concerns raised through the Neighbourhood Partnerships, particularly with regard to Clifton Village. However it was felt that there was insufficient time to consider such requests and that the matter had been looked at carefully last year. Clearly this would be no bar to other parties seeking to persuade the Council that this should be included in its policy. With regard to the existing cumulative impact areas members noted that the police had not raised any issues concerning the operation of these areas.

Just what do we have to do to make the Village a cumulative impact area before it is too late and the dynamics of the village are ruined. The planners, residents, shop keepers, existing restaurant owners do not want any more licensed properties. Why does the Licensing Board take no notice? How many more years do we have to wait?
1. 1997 Supplementary Planning Guidance Assessment of Food and Drink Uses Clifton Village, Whiteladies Road/ Cotham Hill, Park Street, The Triange/Queens Road Intense pressure experienced for new food and drink uses and  harm to the residential environment may occur. Clifton Village has a strong residential context and the introduction of further large bars or restaurant uses would give rise to levels of activity that would harm the residential environment and lead to an over concentration of food and drink uses --- limited opportunities may  exist for small-scale café or restaurant
2. 1999 PAN 17. Retail Diversity, Control of Food and Drink mentions Noise and disturbance to residents
3. In 2000 in Princess Victoria Street alone, there were only 4 café/restaurant, now there are 12 (and 3 pubs). Every application since has been contested and recent ones refused.
4. Every single A3 application since 2000 has been turned down by the planners but then overturned on appeal. Every one has subsequently gained an alcohol license.
5. A recurrent them at the PACT meetings from 2008 has been problems of outside drinking, large groups and general Anti-Social Behaviour associated with licensed premises and night time economy of Clifton Village, namely the streets of Boyce’s Avenue, Kings Road, The Mall and Princess Victoria Street. We have been assured that no more A3 applications will be granted yet what happens - the latest was 27 The Mall where a license was granted for 120 covers. We were promised that we would become a cumulative impact zone this year.
6. 26 March 2009 PACT minutes: PC Shaw explained that Clifton Village has been highlighted as a potential Cumulative Impact Zone (CIZ) due to large numbers of licensed premises.

7. 2010: The Clifton Conservation Appraisal states that restaurants and café are affecting the thriving character of the Village and harming the environment
8. 13 July 2010 Neighbourhood Partnership: It was reported BCC was already working to revise the established CIA and with effect from August 2010, the city centre zone would be extended to include “the Triangle”. In September 2010, there would be further consultation on the whole of BCC’s Licensing Policy and another opportunity as part of this consultation to bring in Clifton Village and the bottom of Whiteladies Road. It was confirmed that Licensing would specifically consult with neighbourhood partnerships and local residents/amenity groups. 

9. 11 November 2010. Nick Carter in response to a question by M. Shapland about the report Bearing in mind that the process that resulted in the inclusion of the revised city centre CIA and Gloucester Road CIA ( and the decision not to proceed with Clifton Village) took over 18 months to complete before being finalised in June of this year, the Board would have had great difficulty in considering any new CIA proposal in the timescale available between June and October. No communication with councilors, residents, CHIS
We have been fighting to become a cumulative impact zone for over 10 years. We wish to stop Clifton being turned into  primarily a food and drink area. We want to keep its character not have it destroyed.  Please help us, not ignore us.

Maggie Shapland and RoseMary Musgrave

(Committee members of Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society)
